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PR OT E S T 8 


AND 


DEBATES 


IN THE 


YE AR 1717-18. 


2 Nation being at Pcace aſter 
it was propoted in Parliament by ſome of 
that the Number 2 


We whoſe Nenies ve abſeribed do proteſt againſt 
for refuſing the Inftruftion moved for to the Committee on the Mutiny 
L 


Ecauſe the Exerciſe of Martial Law, in Time of Peace, with 
nuch Power as is given by this Bill to inflict Puniſhments ex- 
to Life and Limb, was not in the firſt Year of this Reign, nor 
had in any former Reign been allowed within this Kingdom by Con- 
bent of Parliament : Sa INS Es = > 


h and that of Urreche, in the 
Q Au, of glorious and ever 
A 2 bleſſed 


41 
— "blelſed Memories, no ſuch Power was given to arty Courts Martial ; 
and yet it is well known, that the Forces then continued on Foot were 
kept in exat Diſcipline and Order. 
IT. Becauſe it is not aſcertained by this Bill, or by any other 
8 Rule, what Words or Facts amount to Mutiny and 
Nefſertion, or to an exciting, —_ Ry; $8 ce 
ſequently the Judges of a Court have it in their Power to 
declare what Words or Facts they think fit to be Mutiny or Deſer- 
tion, and to take away the Life kn Ares by ſuch an 
arhitra Deciſion. | | 


8 Tas hve boy cate to ul 
AA that an A Inconvenience could thereby have 


ariſen to the Publick in Time of Peace, at leaft, not any ſuch as can 
„„ Ge ary of > which 
of their Fellow-Subjefts, as eyen the vileſt of 


We whoſe Names are ſubſcribed do proteſt againſt 
for the other Taftrofion mor'd to be given to the Ei Com- 
mittee on * for the Reaſons ſallo wing: 1 


1 


[5] 


Ecauſe no Proviſion whatſoever is made by this Bill for ſecuring 
the Obedience of the Military to the Civil Power, on which 
reſervation of our Conſtitution 
1 r Number of armed Men go- 

'd by Martial Law, as they have it in their Power, ſo are 
— inclin'd, not only to diſobey, but to inſult the 
the Civil Magiſtrate; and we are confirm'd in this S 
of what has happen d here at Home, as by the 
ations, from which it appears, that 


of the Soldiers to the Laws of their Country, the Military has 
ſtantly ſubverted and ſwallow d up the Civil Power. 


well a 


- 


Upon the third reading of the Mutiny Bill ſeveral Lords enter'd 
the following Proteſt. 


|  Diſſentient. 
Ecauſe the Number of 16347 Men is declar'd by this 
Bill, but it is not therein declar'd, nor are we any Way to ſa- 
ourſelves, from whence that Neceffity ſhould ariſe, the 
being now (God be prais'd) in full Peace, without any juſt Apprehen- 
fion, either of InfurreCtions at Home, or Invaſions from Abroad. 
II. Becauſe ſo numerous a Force is near double to what hath ever 
been 
th 


J. | 


allow'd within this 
Times of 


ha 


never y 
II. Beca 
unneceſſarily to be 
heavy Debts, | 

y increaſed by the great Number of Officers now kept on the Efta- 
bliſhment, in Time of Peace; | 
to that of. the Soldiers commanded by them) than hath ever yet been 
thought requiſite in Times of actual War. 


B IV. Becauſe 


a Number far greater (in Proportion 


OA 3 a - 


[6] 

Iv. Becauſe ſuch a Number of Soldiers diſpers'd in Quarters through- 
out the Kingdom, may occaſion great Hardſhips, and become very 
grievous to the People, and thereby cauſe or increaſe their DiſaffeQion, 
and will, bly, ruin many of his 141 412 whom 
they ſhall be quarter d, and who have already by that Means 


in itſelf to a free Peo- 
Opinion, render'd yet more dangerous 


liable to fach Hardſhips and Puniſhments, 
ms Too: utterly difallow ; 


. We 
cedent ; there 


apprehend, to be defective and unwarranted by any 
being no Inftance within our Knowledge, wherein the 


udges of any Court, having Cognizance of capital and leſſer Crimes, 
in” Olliaten of an Goth: in eſpe of the one, and not of 
the other. 


thought to ſecure the 
unprovided for by this Bill, ought, in 
in like manner as the Ar- 
ting aud governing the Navy, were enact- 
—_  ” OC 
by Parh the Duty enjoyn d 
each Article to the Soldiers, and of the Meaſure of — —ͤ 
whereas the Sanction of Parliament is now given by this Bill to what 
y had no Opportunity to conſider. 
_ * X. Becauſe 


« which was one third Part more than the Number of Land-Forces 


— g —— — mn — — — 


KS 
X. Becauſe the Clauſe to the Bill, enabling his Majeſty to eftablith 
Articles of War, and erect Courts Martial, with Power to try and de- 
termine any Offences to be ſpecify'd in fuch Articles, and to inflict Pu- 
niſhments for the fame within this Kindom in Time of Peace, doth, as 
we conceive, in all theſe veſt a fole Legiſlative Power in 
the Crown, which Power, how tafely foever it may be lodg'd with his 
preſent Majeſty, and how tenderly focver it may be exercis d by him, 
may yet prove of dangerous Conſequence, ſhould it be drawn into 

Precedent in future Reigns. | 


quiet 
ſuſtain d, by which Means his Majeſty's good 
injur d in their Pr ies, and inſulted in their P by the Soldiery, 
and yet be depriy'd of the legal Remedics appointed for theRedrefs 


g1 | 
Debates in the Houſe of Commons, upon rhe Number of Troops pro- 
poſed for the Year 1718. | Ks * 

Dec. 4. A Motion was made for a Supply for maintaining the Guards 
and Garriſons in Great Britains for the Year 1718, ing to the 
Members ; among the reft by Mr. Shippen, Sir William 
Mr. Robert Walpole, which laſt made a Speech that laſted 
Hour, wherein, beſides the common Topick of the Danger of a ſtand- 
ing Army in a free Nation, I Points, vis. 
1. That whereas they were given to the Arm 
« reduced to 16000 and odd Men, it ftill confifted of above 


= 
=] 


* . 


2 * 


„ 
« Great Britains amounted to ſormerly - in Time of Peace. 2. That 
<« there was no due Proportion obſerv'd, either between the Number 
« of Horſe, and Foot, or between. the Number of the Of- 
<« ficers and Soldiers that were kept ſtanding; infomuch that of about 


of Foot amounts 


« Government: That the Parliament had ever contented themſelves 
fixing the Number of the Forces that were thought neceſſary 
to be maintain'd,. but had left to the Crown the Manner of 


« cing and modelling that Number; and therefore, if they 


« ſhewn to the ity and Eaſe of his Su That after all, it 
« ig no leſs a Piece of Juſtice than Matter of Prudence, to keep up as 
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